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Kostolac power plant and the Nikola Tesla 
power plant, which provides half of the na-
tion’s electricity, from the waters of the over- 
flooded Sava River. 

Furthermore, an estimated 100,000 land-
mines remaining from the Balkan conflicts of 
the 1990s have been lost or dislodged due to 
landslides, causing great concern for public 
safety. 

In response, the United States Government 
has provided assistance through the Office of 
U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA) to 
the Serbian Red Cross, as well as from the 
Under Secretary of State for Public Diplomacy 
and Public Affairs. Additionally, U.S. Embassy 
funds have been used to purchase sandbags 
and other material assistance, with Embassy 
volunteers dedicating their time to filling hun-
dreds of sandbags in suburbs threatened by 
Sava River flooding. The United States Gov-
ernment has further provided OFDA assist-
ance to Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as 
boats, food, and supplies through the U.S. 
Agency for International Development (USAID) 
and Department of Defense. 

Mr. Speaker, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the 
Republic of Croatia, and the Republic of Ser-
bia share an increasing commitment to core 
democratic values, reconciliation, and Euro-
pean integration. The United States expresses 
deep sympathy to all those affected by the 
flooding in the Western Balkans for the terrible 
loss of life and massive destruction, as well as 
a continued desire to provide essential assist-
ance along with that of other nations and or-
ganizations to help their countries recover 
from this tragedy. 
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Friday, May 30, 2014 

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce my bill to make the state and local 
sales tax deduction permanent. Simply put this 
is a matter of fairness. The families of Ten-
nessee shouldn’t pay more in federal taxes 
because our state chooses to have a sales tax 
instead of an income tax. This is just not equi-
table. By making this deduction permanent we 
can bring certainty to families in Tennessee, 
bring certainty to the tax code, and give fami-
lies the time they need to plan their budgets. 

Mr. Speaker, in 2011, over 556,000 Ten-
nessee filers claimed the deduction for state 
and local sales tax and reduced their taxable 
income by $1.23 billion. These families de-
serve fair treatment and certainty in the tax 
code. 

My legislation will give these families the fair 
treatment they deserve, by malcing the state 
and local sales tax deductions a permanent 
part of the federal tax code. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues in the 
House to support me in passing my legislation 
to make permanent the state and local sales 
tax deductions in order to ensure American 
families are treated fairly by the tax code. 

HONORING MASTER SERGEANT 
KEININGHAM 

HON. BILL FLORES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 30, 2014 

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor retired United States Marine Corps Cor-
poral and United States Air Force (USAF) 
Master Sergeant Jack Keiningham who 
passed away on September 30, 2007. 

Master Sergeant Keiningham knew from an 
early age that he wanted to join the military 
and serve our country. On July 2, 1942, he 
enlisted and served in F Company, 2nd Bat-
talion, 6th Marines, 2nd Division, where he 
was quickly promoted to the rank of Corporal. 

Master Sergeant Keiningham courageously 
fought and served our nation during World 
War II, where he was wounded in the Battle 
of Saipan. During his service, he was highly 
awarded and decorated with the Navy Cross, 
Silver Star, Purple Heart, Navy Presidential 
Unit Citation with Two Stars, Marine Good 
Conduct Medal, American Defense Service 
Medal, American Campaign Medal, Marine 
Asiatic Pacific Campaign Medal with Three 
Stars, and the Marine WWII Victory Medal for 
his bravery in the call of duty. 

After an honorable discharge from the Ma-
rine Corps due to the injuries he received dur-
ing the Battle of Saipan, he enlisted in the 
United States Air Force (USAF) where he 
earned the rank of Technical Sergeant. While 
in the Air Force, he was awarded the USAF 
Outstanding Unit Ribbon, two USAF Good 
Conduct Medals, the Vietnam Service Medal, 
the USAF Longevity Service Ribbon with 4 
Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters, and the USAF 
Small Arms Expert Marksmanship Ribbon. 

After retiring from active duty, he continued 
his service in the Air Force Reserve as a 
Technical Sergeant and retired with the rank 
of Master Sergeant. On September 30, 2007, 
Master Sergeant Jack Keiningham was laid to 
rest. He will forever be remembered as an 
American hero who dedicated his life in serv-
ice to our country. 

America thanks him and his family for their 
service and sacrifice for our country. 

As I close, I ask everyone to continue pray-
ing for our country during these difficult times 
and for our military men and women who pro-
tect us from external threats and our first re-
sponders who protect us from internal threats 
right here at home. 

God bless our military men and women, and 
God bless the United States of America. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 30, 2014 

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, I would have 
voted on the following votes had I been in at-
tendance, on H.R. 4660, Commerce Justice, 
Science, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 2015. 

Yes—Amendment 738 by Rep. James 
Moran (A049) to strike sections 528 and 529 
which prohibit the use of funds to be used to 
transfer or release any detainee who is or was 

held at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba or construct 
any facility in the U.S. to house any detainee 
held at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Roll No. 254 

No—Amendment 742 by Rep. Blackburn 
(A053) to reduce by 1 percent each amount 
made available by the bill, except funding for 
the FBI, fees and expenses for witnesses, 
public safety officer benefits, and the US 
Trustee System Fund. Roll No. 255 

No—Amendment 744 by Rep. Blackburn 
(A055) to prohibit the use of fluids for oper-
ation, renovation, or construction at Thomson 
Correctional Facility in Illinois. Roll No. 256 

Yes—Amendment 745 by Rep. Bonamici 
(A056) to prohibit the use of funds to prevent 
a State from implementing its own State laws 
that authorize the use, distribution, posses-
sion, or cultivation of industrial hemp, as de-
fined in section 7606 of the Agricultural Act of 
2014. Roll No. 257 

Yes—Amendment 748 by Rep. Rohr-
abacher (A059) to prohibit the use of funds to 
prevent certain States from implementing their 
own State laws that authorize the use, dis-
tribution, possession, or cultivation of medical 
marijuana. Roll No. 258 

No—Amendment 750 by Rep. George Hold-
ing (A061) to prohibit the use of funds to 
transfer or temporarily assign employees to 
the Office of the Pardon Attorney for the pur-
pose of screening clemency applications. Roll 
No. 259 

Yes—Amendment 754 by Rep. Massie 
(A065) to prohibit the use of funds in con-
travention of section 7606 of the Agricultural 
Act of 2014 by the Department of Justice of 
the Drug Enforcement Administration. Roll No. 
260 

No—Amendment 756 by Rep. Southerland 
(A067) to prohibit the use of funds to develop, 
approve, or implement a new limited access 
privilege program that are not already devel-
oped, approved, or implemented for any fish-
ery under the jurisdiction of the South Atlantic, 
Mid-Atlantic, New England, or Gulf of Mexico 
Fishery Management Council. Roll No. 261 

Yes—Amendment 759 by Ellison (A070) to 
prohibit use of funds to enter into a contract 
with any person whose disclosures of a pro-
ceeding with a disposition outlined in the Fed-
eral Awardee Performance and Integrity Infor-
mation System include the term ‘‘Fair Labor 
Standards Act’’. Roll No. 262 

Yes—Amendment 763 by Grayson (A074) 
to prohibit the use of funds to compel a jour-
nalist or a reporter to testify about information 
or sources that the journalist or reporter states 
in a motion to quash the subpoena that he 
has obtained as a journalist or reporter and 
that he regards as confidential. Roll No. 263 

No—Amendment 767 by Rep. Duffy (A078) 
to prohibit the use of funds to relinquish the 
responsibility of the NTIA with respect to Inter-
net domain name system functions, including 
responsibility with respect to the authoritative 
root zone file and the Internet Assigned Num-
bers Authority functions. Roll No. 264 

No—Amendment 768 by Rep. Garrett 
(A079) to prohibit the use of funds by the De-
partment of Justice to enforce the Fair Hous-
ing Act in a manner that relies upon an allega-
tion of liability under C.F.R. 100.500. Roll No. 
265 

No—Amendment 770 by Rep. Steve King 
(A081) to prohibit use of funds in contraven-
tion of section 642(a) of the Illegal Immigration 
Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 
1996 (8 U.S.C. 1373(a)). Roll No. 266 
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